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Manual of Patent^a^nlng Procedure, 5«ctlon$jjj.04 Substance of Interview mint Be Made of Record 

A complete written statement as to the substance ot ajoy_face-to-face or tetephooe fntarv jew with regard to an application must be made of record in the 
application, whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview. 

•;:.;*•*. ' . " •-*• - • - - §t.133 Interviews— V*"„.'7. -~ ■■- _ — ••••• •• 

(b) In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statemenl of the reasons presented at the 
interview as warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An Interview does not remove the necessity for response to Office action as specified in §§ 
1.111,1.135. (35U.S.C.132) 

.§,1.2, Business to be transacted in writing^ All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of 
applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and Trademark Office is unnecessary. Trie-action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively 
on the written record In the Office. No attention will be paid to any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding In relation to which there is disagreement or 
doubt.. . . .. , . _„.. ... „ 

' The acttonjjf the PatenTand TratiemarkOfftee -can not be based exclusively on the written record in the Office If that record is itself incomplete through the failure 
to record the>ubstince of interviews. 



It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record fn the application file, unless the examiner indicates 
he or she will do so. It is the examiner's respo/fcifciliry to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies which bear directly on the question of 
patentability. . ... 

Examiners must complete a two-sheet carbon interleaf Interview Summary Form for each interview held after January 1 , 1978 where a matter of substance has 
been discussed during the interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks in neat handwritten form using a ball point pen. Discussions regarding 
onty procedural matters, directed solefy to restriction requirements tor which intervleW'reccMirtiwife o^ie*We%>rm*Wed lor WSeblion BiZM ^1be^Mariuai J *f latent 
Examining Procedure, or pointing out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from* the interview recordation procedures 

betow - . !'■' ^.W^^.+ ^i^ 

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate paper number, placed in the right handpotjioq of the file, and listed oq thus "Cantentp" tist on the file 
wrapper. The docket and serial register cards need not be updated to_ reflect interviews. In a perscraLlrfeiiejtf, the dapJ&ttflDQy ot'tofi f.ol^^rrjpyed. end given 
to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephonic interview, the copy is milled, to the applicant's correspondence 
address either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner Is not Kkiryjwtoce 1 an allowance or lf,pfber circumstances 
dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the telephonic Interview rather than with the next official coinnwnicafibn. — - - 

The Form provides for recordation of the following Information: *"" > ^ . Hf " ^ " r 

-Serial Number of the application 

. -Name of applicant ... • ' . \ ' ■.•yjl- Jr. : ':■:-><*• • -.•<.,. - 

-Name of examiner 
-Date of interview 

- Type of interview (personal or telephonic) 

-Name of participanl(s)) (applicant, attorney or agent, etc.) 

-An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted .... ' . ->, .• > X ; ~* 'i-< -' ,c ' - •' 

-An identification of the claims discussed / \ v 

-An identification of the specific prior art discussed 1 K > ) // . )*~« ■> v ^ -< -,\ ■ 

-An Indication whether an agreement was reached and lf ~so, a description of the generatnatureTOf the^agreerneht (may be wattatmmehf^a'doriy 1 ' *' 
of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). (Agreements as to allowability are]tontauVe ana; do BoUestrict furtWaction by the examiner to the 

.-. contrary.) ™ . \£> W *> .±-..'.i ..'--..o ;m < ; - . • •• ?••»'•. * ' 

-The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview ' 

- Names of other Patent and Trademark Office personnel present. 

The Form also contains a statement reminding the applicant of his responsibility to record the substance of the interview. 

. .. -jfH? n-n ;:.»,, r \b- ■■<■;• '">'■;■. .-, ' Ayr,!) r- ! v* ' 1 V ■ ' ■ - ; . • ■ 

It is deslreable. that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his obligation to record the substance of the interview in each case unless both applicant and 
examiner agree trfcrtlhe examirtelMp record »araajlWere,*i»fxainiftflr e£iees jofewH^Jha substance'of tta-lnt*(vjew, er^When it l^ao^yalety recreated pn the 
fonri or In an attachment to the Form. the. eTcamineY should c]feck a box at the bottom ortheFSffi) informing the applfcartf maree rweoStoT*u|^temeri\ lhe"F6rm by 

*0 It should be noted, however, that the Interview Surpmary Form will not rtorrnally be, considered a complete and proper reco/daf»n of tne Iritefview unless H includes, 
^ or is supplemenlegj)y the af^licanj^ ttje examlryrjp include, allbf the jB^ipabJexftems reo^uired below ^c^rK»mlngtr^iy balance of me^ir^arview: , ^ # 

^ A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any Interview should include at leas^the following applicable items: ^ ^ 

^ )) A brtef description bjUfaiwture ef any exfitbit shwnj^ayiy^rTOQairjJ^ t r- )) * u . ; r 0 ^ ' s±&t V " J' <-i $ ' * t X> 

^5 2)enidentif(catipnot the cJajms discussed, T t ft 

'3r«n tcTentfibaiio^ oKspeclffc pripr, art discussed. ... . , . , 

4) an fctentification of the prirHjipatbrcopseQ a'rher^rmnte of a substantive nature discussed, unless these' are already described on thalnterview Summary 
Form completed by the examrner, ^ - " '•' •*:'• ' ^ ^ ;H : * ' ■■ 

f-vj 5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner. The Identification of arguments need not be lengthy or * 

elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments Is not required. The Identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general natuwt^ 
* or thrust of the principal arguments made to the examiner can be' undehitood In the context'bf the application' file. Of course, the epplicant may desire^td ■ 

m emphasize and fully describe those arguments which he feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner, } , 

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, arid • 
£j 7) if appropriate, the general re&utts-or outcome of the interview unless already 'described in tnelntewrtew Stimmary' Form completed by the examiner. ^ 

r\ ■ > ■ ■ \\ 1 \ V ■ ■ ■ • - ■ . - • : , • 

Sf* Examiners are expected to cajwiujfr^iieviewithe aprJHpant's record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete or accurate; :the examiner wttl gtvehhe 
U applicant one mon;tb4fenTthe>date of the ndtifvirigiettBr or the remainder of any period for response, whichever is longer, to complete the response and thereby avoid 
e beii uXjn iiTeTtoTthe application (37 CFf^ 1.135(c) ). V . • • 

' ■ ■ , .Examiner to Check for Accuracy . 

Applicant's summary of what took place at the interview should be carefully checked to determine the aocurac/bf afliy Argument 6r ? statemeht attributed to the 
examiner during the interview. If there is an inaccuracy and it bears directly on the question of patentability, it should be pointed out in the next Office letter. If the 
claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter totting forth his or her version of the statement atfributed to him. )f the record is 
complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication 'Interview record OfC on the paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and 
the examiner's initials. - • 



